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MISSION  STATEMENT 

The mission of Birmingham Youth Assis-
tance  is the prevention and reduction of 
juvenile delinquency, child abuse and 
child neglect by providing positive alterna-
tives to children and families through a 
partnership of the Oakland County Cir-
cuit Court-Family Division, the Birming-
ham School District, sponsoring munici-
palities (Birmingham, Beverly Hills, Bing-
ham Farms and Franklin) and volunteer 
citizens. 

 
 
 
 

We are BYA!  You are BYA! 

BIRMINGHAM YOUTH ASSISTANCE 

 

  

Dear Friends of Birmingham Youth Assistance, 
 For more than 49 years,  Birmingham Youth Assistance has provided services 
to the youth of our local community. We are a branch of the Oakland County Circuit 
Court-Family Division that depends heavily on community and voluntary support to 
provide these family and youth oriented activities,  parenting education and if necessary 
intervention for the children of the Birmingham School District. We offer an alternative 
to children who might be headed towards a formal involvement with the criminal jus-
tice system. 
 One of our regular events is the Youth in Service Recognition Breakfast.  The 
Birmingham Optimist have also conducted such an event for over 50 years.  This year, 
for the first time, these two organizations came together in support of the youth of our 
community to sponsor a joint event now known as the Annual  Youth in Service Appre-
ciation Awards Event. It was a resounding success and we look forward to collaborat-
ing with them again next year. 
  Other events conducted by Birmingham Youth Assistance this year include the 
Kids’ Dog Show, Breakfast with Santa and Touch-a-Truck. These activities are de-
scribed in this booklet and the actual event dates can be found on our website: 
www.birminghamyouthassistance.org.  
 We depend heavily on volunteer, community and local business sponsorships. 
These sponsors are included in this booklet. They help Birmingham Youth Assistance 
carry out our mission of providing positive activities for the youth and families of the 
Birmingham Public School District. We hope you will recognize and support these or-
ganizations and businesses. They have made a commitment to the positive development 
of the youth in our community. 
 The General Citizens Committee would like to thank our volunteers, business-
es, the Birmingham Public School District, the city of Birmingham, and the Villages of 
Beverly Hills, Bingham Farms, and Franklin, who have continued to support our organ-
ization during these difficult times. Through their confidence and loyalty we can con-
tinue to provide “positive alternatives for children and families”. 
 Your interest in our organization and financial support is very much needed 
and appreciated. We hope that you will continue to be part of our programs. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer, a mentor or a sponsor,  please feel free to contact 
me through the Birmingham Youth Assistance offices. 

Sincerely, 
David R. Walker  

BYA Committee Chairperson 

CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 

Birmingham Youth Assistance 
wishes to thank 

the First United Methodist Church, The Community House in Birmingham,  
Bingham Farms Elementary, and Berkshire Middle School 

for providing space for meetings and BYA programs. 

 



CASEWORKER’S REPORT 
 In October, I will have officially completed my 
first year as the caseworker assigned to Birmingham 
Youth Assistance.   However, my Oakland County 
Youth Assistance coworkers  will tell you that I’m prob-
ably one of the more seasoned veterans still on board-
given my 16 years of experience serving in the  Bloom-
field, Pontiac, Royal Oak, and Clawson communities 
prior to my transfer to Birmingham.  That being said, 
I’ve learned over the years that each move brings about 
all kinds of new and exciting challenges which I have 
found enriches me both personally and professionally. 
 Birmingham Youth Assistance (BYA) is com-
mitted to promoting the health and well-being of youth 
and families who reside in the Birmingham School Dis-
trict.  I strive to meet this goal by providing quality 
casework services and assisting volunteers in develop-
ing programs for local youth and families.  During this 
past program year, 67 youth were referred to BYA for 
casework services.  Reasons for referrals include: minor 
in possession of alcohol, possession of marijuana, retail 
fraud, MDOP, and short-term counseling services for 
issues related to conflict at home and/or school. 
 Our organization achieves this goal through the 
combined efforts and support of the many people who 
make BYA an outstanding community program.  I 
would like to thank our local program sponsors, the Bir-
mingham Public Schools, the city of Birmingham, and 
the Villages of Beverly Hills, Franklin, and Bingham 
Farms for their ongoing support.  My gratitude is also 
extended to the Oakland County Circuit Court/Family 
Division judges and staff who have a strong belief in 
this program. 

 I would especially like to thank the dedicated 
BYA Executive Board and General Citizens Committee 
who work so hard to create and maintain our outstand-
ing programs which include Breakfast with Santa, the 
Kid’s Dog Show, Touch-a-Truck and Youth in Service.   
Kudos to the Summer Camp, Mentors PLUS and Family 
Education committees as well.     
 Part of BYA’s success is also created by the 
network of relationships it maintains with other commu-
nity based organizations.   BYA continues to partner 
with the Community House in Birmingham. Each year, 
this relationship has enabled BYA to offer informative 
family education workshops.  It has also provided BYA 
with a festive venue to host Breakfast with Santa.  The 
“breakfast” by the way, is always hot and delicious too!  
 This year, BYA also collaborated with the Bir-
mingham Optimist Club to host Youth in Service and 
with the support of one of our newest volunteers, Rachel 
Rotger, Director/CEO of Stillwater Collective, our pub-
lic relations campaign has taken off.  The message: 
“You Are BYA” embraces the message BYA intends to 
pass along as the organization moves forward. 
 Finally, on a more personal note, I would also 
like to acknowledge and thank office manager, Diedra 
Righter.  I am more than grateful to her for her guid-
ance, sense of humor and friendship while I’ve used this 
past year to learn my “new job”.    
 There is nothing like being in a new communi-
ty:  a new office, new sponsors, new volunteers, new 
resources and new referral sources to rejuvenate oneself.    
I’m looking forward to putting my new found 
knowledge to work! 
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ABOUT YOUTH ASSISTANCE 
Oakland County Youth Assistance has been dedicated to the  prevention of juve-
nile delinquency, child abuse and neglect since 1953.  Twenty-six offices in Oak-
land County provide programs to serve youth and their families, under the auspi-
ces of the Oakland County Circuit Court-Family Division.  Youth Assistance pro-
grams work because they are community based and developed by volunteers who 
have their fingers on the pulse of the community.  The County of Oakland does 
not discriminate on the basis of disability in admission or access to its programs, 
activities or services as required by Title II of the Americans With Disabilities 
Act of 1990.  The County of Oakland is an Equal Employment Opportunity Em-
ployer. 
Birmingham Youth Assistance has been a non-profit community-based service 

organization committed to youth and their families through a variety of programs and resources since 
1962.  BYA operates with the sponsorship and generosity of the Court, as well as the City of Birming-
ham, the Villages of Beverly Hills, Bingham Farms, and Franklin, and the Birmingham Public Schools.  
Principal funding is supplied through the Oakland County Board of Commissioners. 
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BYA Camp Committee 

 

Touch-a-Truck 
 On Saturday, May 14, 2011, Birmingham Youth Assistance sponsored their fourth annual “Touch-a-Truck” 
event at Bingham Farms Elementary School on W. 13 Mile Rd.  At this fun family focused event, families of pre-
school and elementary age children from across the area were invited to get up-close with trucks, cranes, and public 
safety vehicles.  Despite the chilly spring weather, over 200 cars filled with families stopped by between 10 am and 2 
pm. 
 The front circle at Bingham Farms was filled with 12 different showcase vehicles from the Beverly Hills Po-
lice and Fire Departments, and the Village of Franklin, as well as private businesses.  Kids of all ages were able to sit 
in the cab of a boom crane and checked out the Beverly Hills and Franklin Emergency vehicles.  Most families took 
advantage of a delicious lunch from Franks Anatra-the hot dog truck. 
 Thank you to committee members for volunteering their time: Judy Adelman, Christine Gannon, Peggy Kerr, 
Dante Lanzetta, Dave Walker, Det. Chad Trussler, and Liz Csizmadia, our dedicated caseworker.  I would also like to 
thank all of our wonderful student volunteers from Seaholm and Groves High Schools. 
And a VERY SPECIAL THANK YOU to our dedicated truck donors: The Beverly Hills Public Safety Dept., Laramie 
Crane Co., Monaghan’s Towing, Beverly Hills  DPW, Franklin Fire Dept., PM Environmental, Reefer Peterbilt, Gold-
ner Walsh Garden & Home, and Frank’s Anatra.  Without them we couldn’t offer this wonderful event. 

Russ Facione, Chair 
Touch-a-Truck 

 

 For well over 20 years, Birmingham Youth Assistance has provided camp scholarships for youngsters who 
attend Birmingham Public Schools.  BYA reaches out far and wide into the greater Birmingham School District to find 
children whose lives could be made better with a summer camping experience.  Often times these children have par-
ents who have experienced divorce, job loss, illness, death, addiction and other extreme stressors.  Camp is a time for 
them to play, have fun and just be kids.  BYA is committed to helping these children and families. 
 This summer  42 children received camp scholarships.  Birmingham school counselors, teachers and other 
staff refer those students who are most in need.  Parents can also make a referral.  Most children select a day camp 
such as Super Summer, sports or science camps, the Birmingham YMCA, and others.  A few children are even able to 
attend overnight camp. 
 The mission of BYA is to provide positive alternatives to children and families for the prevention of juvenile 
delinquency, child abuse and child neglect.  Summer camp is one of these positive alternatives that really makes a dif-
ference in the lives of the families we serve. 

Claudia St. Amour, Chair 
Camp Committee 



Annual Youth in Service Appreciation  
April 13, 2011 marked the 1st Annual Youth in 

Service Appreciation Awards Event.  Birmingham Youth 
Assistance has sponsored a similar event for 43 years.  The 
Birmingham Optimist, a civic service organization known 
as the “Friends of Youth”, has also conducted such an 
event for over 50 years.  This year for the first time these 
two organizations came together to honor the youth of our 
community for their volunteer work.  

The event was held at the Birmingham Communi-
ty House, a long time supporter of both Birmingham 
Youth Assistance and the Birmingham Optimist.  The or-
ganizations honored 13 Middle School and 23 High 
School students who had been nominated by their counse-
lor, teacher or other civic service leader, for their outstand-
ing contributions to our community.   

 Family members, school administrators, local, 
county and state government officials, and members of 
Oakland County and Birmingham Youth Assistance, and 
the Birmingham Optimist, were among those celebrating 
the incredible work and unselfish hours of time given by 
the honorees.  Schools represented were: Eton Academy, 
The Academy of the Sacred Heart, Birmingham Covington 
School, Berkshire Middle School, Derby Middle School, 
Brother Rice, Groves High School, and Seaholm High 
school.  

As the current Chairperson of Birmingham Youth 
Assistance and a long time member of the Birmingham 
Optimist Club, I had the pleasure of welcoming the Hon-
orees and their families and friends.  Greetings were ex-
tended from the Oakland County Circuit Court and the 
Family Court Judges by Mary Schusterbauer, Chief of 
Oakland County Youth Assistance.  Rev. Chad Oyer, Pas-
tor of Student Ministries at First United Methodist Church 
in Birmingham, gave the Invocation. 

Our Keynote Speaker this year was the Honorable 
Judge Diane D’Agostini of the 48th District Court, serving 
the communities of Birmingham, Bloomfield Hills, Sylvan 
Lake, Keego Harbor and Orchard Lake Village, as well as 
the Townships of Bloomfield and West Bloomfield.  Judge 
D’Agostini, who has been a long time and valued support-

er of Youth Assistance, gave an inspirational and informa-
tive Keynote Address. 

Thereafter, the awards were presented by James 
Van Dyke, Attorney and volunteer member of Birming-
ham Youth Assistance, Gordon Rinschler, Mayor of the 
City of Birmingham, Dr. David Larson, Birmingham Pub-
lic Schools Superintendent, Lori Soifer, President, BPS 
Board of Education, Gerri Rinschler, Trustee, BPS Board 
of Education and myself as a representative of both The 
Birmingham Optimist Club and Birmingham Youth Assis-
tance. 

This year we had many outstanding candidates for 
the 2011 Jane Parker Ward Memorial Award.  The Jane 
Parker Ward Memorial Award is given every year to a 
student who has distinguished themselves as an outstand-
ing volunteer and emerging leader in the area of communi-
ty service.  As a result, two nominees received the award.  
I had the distinct privilege of introducing Oakland County 
Sheriff Michael Bouchard, who presented the award this 
year on behalf of Birmingham Youth Assistance and The 
Birmingham Optimist Club to Anisha Glanton of Groves 
High School, who was nominated by school CSO, Sheila 
Brice and to Aaron Walden of Seaholm High School, who 
was nominated by school CSO, Cheryl Shettel. 

I would like to thank the public officials, teachers 
and school officials, family and friends, as well as all of 
those volunteers from Birmingham Youth Assistance and 
The Birmingham Optimists, and the staff of Birmingham 
Youth Assistance, Elizabeth Csizmadia, Caseworker and 
Diedra Righter, Office Manager, who helped in making the 
2011 Youth In Service Appreciation Awards Event Break-
fast such a success. I would also like to recognize the Bir-
mingham Community House for their continued support in 
many ways of Birmingham Youth Assistance. 

In this time of economic difficulties, I would es-
pecially like to recognize our many Sponsors, including 
The Oakland County Courts, The Birmingham Police De-
partment, and The city of Birmingham, and the Villages of 
Bingham Farms, Beverly Hills, Franklin. 
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High School Nominees: Samantha Arnold, Ryan Bar-
tholomew, Daniel Bekemeyer, Austin Conway, Adam 
Egrin, Nicholas Espinosa, Anisha Glanton, Jeremie 
Harris, Alyssa Indenbaum, Kaitlyn Krizanic, Katherine 
Nagley, Boyce Oudersluys, Timothy Radlick, Elana 
Rosen, Erika Schmidt, Jonathan Schwarcz, Ian Shackle-
ford, Isabella Shaya, Alexandra Sherman, William Wal-
lace, Aaron Walden, Jessica Wells 

Middle School Nominees: Audrey Belf, Chloe Claeys, 
Matthew Gallo, Jamie Greene, Jason Gross, Jherrard 
Hardeman, Lena Juratli, Gabrielle Klos, Phillip Man-
ning, Elizabetta Markaj, Olivia Ruiz, Carly Wade, Kris 
Williams 

 



 
GENERAL CITIZENS 

COMMITTEE 2010-2011 
Andrew G. Acho 
Judith Adelman 
Linda Brooks 

Jason Clinkscale 
Mary Jo Dawson 

Russ Facione 
Jill Reichenbach Fill 

Christine Gannon 
Monica Grow 

Det. Ron Halcrow 
Dana Hathaway 

Connie Jaroh 
Nancy Johnson 

Peggy Kerr 
Dante Lanzetta, Jr. 

Sara Levitsky 
Tom McDaniel 
Reuben Myers 
Rachel Rotger 

Claudia St. Amour 
Det. Al Smith 

Lori Soifer 
Vicki Sower 

Richard Stasys 
Det. Chad Trussler 
James C. Van Dyke 

David Walker 
 

ADVISORY MEMBERS 
Sheriff Michael Bouchard 

A. Randolph Judd 
David Rogers 
Susan Rogers 

Anne Van Dyke 
_______________________ 

BYA PROGRAM 
STATISTICS 2010-2011 

 

CAMP 
Youth Scholarships 

35 
 

YOUTH IN SERVICE 
36 

 

SPECIAL EVENTS 
Youth/Adults attending  
Breakfast With Santa 
 and Kids’ Dog Show 

269/380 
 

MENTORSHIPS 
2 
 

VOLUNTEER HOURS 
1,038 
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30th Annual  
Kids’ Dog Show 

The 30th Annual Kids’ Dog Show was held on February 13, 2011 at Berkshire Middle School. The 
first place winners in all categories were: 

 The tenth year of the annual T-shirt design contest was held for the first time at Har-
lan Elementary School.  Our contest winner this year was 5th grader Heather 
Nordquist.  Our runners up were all 5th graders as well:  Grace Wilkins, Laurel Clements, 
and Grace Whan. We appreciate the skillful printing of the winning design by Kurt’s Kus-
tom Graphics. 
       Our Dog Show judges this year were Birmingham School Board President Lori 
Soifer, City of Birmingham Mayor Gordon Rinschler, Beverly Hills Council Member Wal-
ter Briggs, 40th District State Representative Chuck Moss, Pam Roehr of the Southern Mich-
igan Obedience Training Club, and Mike Palmer of Premier Pet Supply. The judges always 
face a challenge in selecting the winners. 
 Officer Uli Schwartz of the Birmingham Police Department and K-9 Brandy were 
special guests at this year’s Dog Show. Their demonstration and explanation about the ca-
nine unit was special and informative. 
 Jim Moll, Principal of Berkshire Middle School, returned as Emcee and was terrific, 
as usual. The 2011 Show included another presentation by Sophia Rotger of the Birming-
ham Pet Pantry, a program to gather donations of pet food to be distributed to families in 
need, with the generous assistance of Mike Palmer.  The faithful support of the Southern 
Michigan Obedience Training Club and Premier Pet Supply is deeply appreciated. I am also 
very grateful to the numerous BYA volunteers and student volunteers who make this event 
possible. 
  

Jim Van Dyke, Chair 
Kids’ Dog Show 

 

Best Costume   Keegan  and Hudson Kosiba & Dudley (Great Pyrenees)
Best Behaved   G.G. Fill & Sabine (Sheltie)  
Best Trick   Camilla Baldini & Maizy (Labradoodle) 
Most Personality  Shaye Golden & Roxy (English Bulldog) 
Smallest   Sophia Stanton & Franki (Teacup Maltese) 
Largest    Merrill Baughman & Mortimer (English Mastiff) 
Best Looking   Claire Walton & Clover (Irish Setter) 
 

Best in Show           Sophia Stanton & Franki (Teacup Maltese  

Best in Show 
T-shirt contest winners 

from Harlan Elementary Officer Schwarz & Brandy 

 



INDIVIDUAL DONATIONS 
 2010-2011 

Judith & Joel Adelman 
Nancy & Lawrence Bluth 
Sheriff Michael Bouchard 

Sheila & John Brice 
Marceline & Gerald Bright 

James Buchanan 
Jacqueline & Donald Carney 

Katherine & Christopher Conti 
Jane Cowan 

Mary Jo & Chip Dawson 
Richard Durda 
Suzi Epstein 

Robin & Michael Fenberg 
Dorothy Garrison 

Laurel & Jim Harris 
Susan & Geoff Hill 

Claudia & James Jackson 
Connie Jaroh 
Peggy Kerr 

Cathy Kunkel 
Dante & Jane Lanzetta 

Dr. & Mrs. G. Robert Lesser 
Barbara Lewis 

Thomas McDaniel 
Gayle & William Orlow 

Stephen & Raenette Palmer 
Lois & Irvin Poston 
Mary Ann Riedle 

Thomas Schellenberg 
William Schmidt 

Shirley Sinelli 
Helaine & Arthur Steuer 
Anne & Jim Van Dyke 

Robert C. Williams 
Cynthia & Thomas Yates 

Hon. Joan E. Young 
_________ 

 

AGENCY DONATIONS 

Berkshire Middle School PTA 
Beverly Elementary PTA 

Bingham Farms PTA 
Bloomfield Tennis & Fitness 

City of Birmingham 
Committee to Elect Dana Hatha-

way 
First United Methodist Church 

Frank’s Anatra 
The Lyon Foundation 

Pembroke Elementary PTA 
Pierce Elementary Community 

Ed 
The Principal Shopping District 
Southern Michigan Obedience  

Training Club 
The Village Woman’s Club 

Village of Beverly Hills 
Village of Bingham Farms  

Village of Franklin 

BREAKFAST WITH SANTA 
 Breakfast with Santa was again a wonderful and successful event.  Birmingham 
Youth Assistance has been organizing this fun filled family event since 1993.  Held at the 
Community House in Birmingham on Saturday, December 4, 2010, our breakfast has be-
come a family tradition for many of our Birmingham area families.  We would like to thank 
our truly awesome volunteers from the Academy of the Sacred Heart, Rochester, Seaholm, 
and Groves High Schools that acted as Santa’s Helpers.  These special teens gave up part of 
their Saturday morning to act as servers and hostesses.  They also helped keep children en-
tertained with face painting and temporary tattoos while they eagerly anticipated their turn 
with Santa.  Wilma the Clown created balloon creations that accompanied the children home 
and provided many smiles.  Santa was able to spend quality one-to-one time with 146 chil-
dren, which surely was the highlight of their morning.  
 A very special thank you is extended to Santa.  He has been faithfully hearing chil-
dren’s wishes for us for 18 years.  Thank you to Max & Erma’s for the placemats and cray-
ons and to the Community House for their co-sponsorship of this event.  We appreciated the 
help of our volunteers; Judy Adelman, Dana Hathaway, Dick Stasys, Mary Jo Dawson, 
Nancy Johnson, Dante Lanzetta, Reuben Myers, Andy Acho, Peggy Kerr, David and Susan 
Rogers, and special thanks to David Walker and Russ Facione, our breakfast emcees.  With-
out the help of our dedicated volunteers, events such as this would not be possible.    We 
would also like to thank the Birmingham Police Department for extending the time on the 
parking meters so our families could enjoy their breakfast without the worry of a parking 
ticket.  Special thanks to our BYA Caseworker Liz Csizmadia and Diedra Righter, Office 
Manager, who assist with the fine details to ensure a wonderful event. 

Peggy Kerr, Chair 
Breakfast with Santa 

FAMILY EDUCATION 
   

 The mission of Youth Assistance is the prevention of juvenile delinquency, child 
abuse and child neglect.  What better way to address these concerns than with a focus on 
creating individuals, families and communities of character.  With this goal in mind, Bir-
mingham Youth Assistance offered a family education program to help parents under-
stand and deal with the many faces of bullying.  Our workshop addressed such compel-
ling questions as, what can parents do about the problems of bullying and cyber-bullying, 
and what do parents need to know in order to be helpful to their children-whether they are 
bullies, getting bullied, or bystanders?  Attendees were able to hear the latest research and 
clinic findings from the experts in the field of bullying prevention.   
 Our presenters: Leslie Rae Johnson, Perspectives Counseling Center Clinical Di-
rector; and Malissa Wood, Director of Child and Adolescent Services, provided a valua-
ble educational experience for parents.  We thank the Community House in Birmingham 
for partnering with BYA to co-sponsor this program. 

Claudia St. Amour, Chair 
Family Education Committee 
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2011 ADVERTISING/PROGRAM BOOKLET 
 Birmingham Youth Assistance’s annual fundraising booklet includes a Community Resource Directory. Copies of our 
booklet are distributed to our advertisers and to all attendees of our Kids’ Dog Show in February, our Youth In Service Recognition 
Breakfast in April, Touch-a-Truck in May, the Birmingham Summer Farmer’s Market, our Sponsors Breakfast in October, and at 
Breakfast With Santa in December.  

If you would like to support Birmingham Youth Assistance  by purchasing an ad, please contact the office at (248) 642-4882. 
  

We wish to acknowledge and  
thank our loyal advertisers 

Andy Acho 
Astrein’s Creative Jewelers  

Baldwin Public Library 
Bank of Birmingham 

Birmingham Bloomfield Chamber 
Birmingham Community Education 

Birmingham Counseling for Women & Girls 
Birmingham Family YMCA 
Birmingham Maple Clinic 
Birmingham Optimist Club 

Birmingham Police Officers Association 
Birmingham Principal Shopping District 

Birmingham Public Schools 
Birmingham Wellness Center 
Bloomfield Fitness & Tennis 

Blossom 
BPS Community Education Councils 

Canine Inn 
The Community House in Birmingham 

Correll Associates, P.C. 
Cynthia Longhway, M.S. CCC/SP 

Dante Lanzetta, Oakland Road Cycling Advocacy 
David Potts, J.D., PLLC 

David R. Walker, PC 
The Dawson Family 

Etkin Equities 
First United Methodist Church 

Gasow Veterinary Hospital 
Goldfish Swim Club 
Greek Islands Opa! 

Joel & Judith Adelman 
Karma Yoga 

Keil & Associates, CPA-PC 
Kurt’s Kustom Promotions 

Market Fresh 
Mary Jo Dawson, MA LPC 

Mike Cotter & Paula Kania Law, SKBK Sotheby’s 
Mill’s Pharmacy 

Oakland County Sheriff’s Office 
Payroll 1 

Premier Pet Supply 
Rene Acho, SKBK Sotheby’s International 

Rose Pest Solutions 
Seegerpeople 

The Self Esteem Shop 
Southern Michigan Obedience Training Club 

Tyler, Dumas & Reyes-Orthodontic Specialists 
The Varsity Shop 
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Mentor’s PLUS Program 
 The Mentor’s PLUS Program matches pre-screened volunteers 
with children based on various criteria.  Children are referred to the 
Mentor PLUS Program through a variety of venues.  The process is 
overseen by our Caseworker Liz Csizmadia.  Ms. Csizmadia comes to 
us with a vast amount of experience in various areas of Oakland Coun-
ty youth Assistance.  She represents a significant and invaluable asset 
with regard to counseling and advice to the Mentor/Mentee and to the 
parents as well. 
 Sometimes children are referred through the schools or by 
their parents, teachers or even the youth officers for the community 
police departments in our area.  If the Mentor PLUS Program did not 
exist, with the added benefit of an on-site social work professional, 
these children would possibly be diverted into the juvenile system at a 
much greater tax-payer expense.  The commitment of time is very 
small, while the benefits are enormous.   
 I have had the privilege of being the chairman for a number of 
years now and I can honestly say that it has been a wonderful experi-
ence.  I have been matched with the same young man for 6 years.  I 
feel that the relationship continues to be a positive experience in this 
young man’s life.  He does very well in school and sports and started 
his Sophomore year in a new school.  A new school, especially high 
school, is always difficult.  However, I believe that the challenge of 
new experiences is healthy and prepares a child for the constantly 
changing world that they will encounter in life.  As a Sophomore, he is 
beginning to think about college and soon will be attending yet another 
“new school”.  The new experiences will only benefit him and make 
him better able to successfully adapt to the new environment of being 
an undergraduate.   
 We continue to seek qualified male and female volunteers who 
are willing to spend a very small amount of time with a child for a very 
large return.  This year, unfortunately, we lost a volunteer when he ful-
filled his one year commitment with his match.   
 If anyone is interested in joining the Mentors PLUS Program 
as a Mentor or has a nomination of someone who would like to be a 
Mentor, I would like to encourage you to please contact the BYA of-
fice at (248) 642-4882.  I would be more than happy to speak personal-
ly with anyone that might be interested in making a difference in one 
child’s life, one day at a time. 

David Walker, Chair 
Mentors PLUS Comittee 
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2011 OAKLAND COUNTY  
CIRCUIT COURT 

FAMILY DIVISION 
Hon. Elizabeth Pezzetti 

Presiding Judge of Family Division 
Hon. Mary Ellen Brennan 

Hon. Lisa Gorcyca 
Hon. Linda S. Hallmark 

Hon. Cheryl A. Matthews 
Hon. Edward Sosnick 
Hon. Joan E. Young 

 
 
 

OAKLAND COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS 
Marcia Gershenson 

David W. Potts 
Shelley Taub 

 
 
 

STATE OF MICHIGAN 
OFFICIALS 

Rep. Chuck Moss 
Sen. John Pappageorge 

Rep. Gary Peters 
 
 

 
 
 

BIRMINGHAM 
PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

Dr. David Larson, Superintendent 
Susan Hill, Board President 

Michael Fenberg, Board Vice-President 
Christopher Conti, Board Trustee 
Robert Lawrence, Board Trustee 

Geri Rinschler, Board Trustee 
Deborah Roberts, Board Trustee 

Lori Soifer, Board Trustee 
 
 
 

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM 
Robert J. Bruner, City Manager 

Gordon Rinschler, Mayor 
Mark Nickita, Mayor Pro-Tem 
George Dilgard, Commissioner 

Rackeline J. Hoff, Commissioner 
Tom McDaniel, Commissioner 

Scott Moore, Commissioner 
Stuart Lee Sherman, Commissioner 

 
 
 
 

VILLAGE OF BEVERLY HILLS 
Chris Wilson, Village Manager 

Rosanne Koss, Council President 
Walter Briggs, President Pro-Tem 

Greg Burry, Council Member 
Brian LaFerriere, Council Member 

Tim Mercer, Council Member 
John Mooney, Council Member 

Jon Oen, Council Member 
 

VILLAGE OF BINGHAM FARMS 
Kathryn Hagaman, Village Clerk 
David Leckie, Village President 

Delores Tripp, President Pro-Tem 
Mel Ettenson, Trustee 

Rodger Kesley, Trustee 
Donald Ketai, Trustee 

Jeffrey Modell, Trustee 
Dorothy Warren, Trustee 

 
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN 

Amy Sullivan, Village Administrator 
James Kochensparger, President 
Lew Eads, President Pro-Tem 

Brian Gettel, Trustee 
Steven Rosenthal, Trustee 

Mike Seltzer, Trustee 
Sherry Sparks, Trustee 

BYA SPONSORS 


