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Last year, I closed my report with the following sentence: “My hope and prayer for the new year is a
more normal environment with peace for all.” This
past year, we were still dealing with the pandemic
but were able to get back to in-person learning in our
schools. Regarding “peace,” we experienced tragedy
with mass killings of students in Oxford High School
and Uvalde, Texas. These events placed stress on
our students as well as teachers to adapt to these diverse circumstances.
BYA celebrated its 60-year anniversary in 2022 and continues its mission to
“strengthen families through community involvement” by servicing youth and families within our geographic boundaries of the Birmingham public school district. After a hiatus made necessary by the pandemic, we were delighted to begin holding
in-person events again, including Kids’ Zone at the Birmingham Farmers Market
(September & October), a celebration of Youth in Service (March), and Touch-aTruck (May). We are eagerly anticipating Breakfast with Santa and the Kids’ Dog
Show in December and February, respectively, after having had to cancel each of
these treasured family events twice in the interest of safety.
We are excited about two collaborative events this year that are new to BYA’s
repertoire of programs. On August 26 we, along with the Youth Assistance teams
from Bloomfield Hills and Farmington Hills, had the opportunity to support West
Bloomfield Youth Assistance with their highly successful Food Truck Rally. We will
also be partnering with the Baldwin Library in offering an informative presentation
about BYA on October 3, 2022 at 7:00 p.m.
Our wonderful caseworker, Cathy Womack, continued her important outreach virtually with youth and their families and is delighted that she now is able to engage
with them in person.
We were delighted to welcome Jay Reynolds to our Board. We also were blessed
with the addition of a wonderful and talented Administrative Assistant, Ruth Gerber, who quickly took over the important support of our Board and connection with
our local municipalities. Her organizational skills are exceptional.
As always, special thanks to our Executive Board, Ann Nazareth Manning (Vice
Chair), Shelley Taub (Past Chair), Eileen Pulker (Secretary) and Dick Stasys
(Treasurer) for their support and dedication.

For information about upcoming Events
and Programs check out the BYA website
at www.birminghamyouthassistance.org

Mentors Plus Program

MAKING A DIFFERENCE - ONE PERSON - ONE CHILD AT A TIME
New Mentors Plus Co-Chair Jay Reynolds can attest first hand to the efficacy of the program. Mentors really can make
a difference in a life: one child at a time. The Mentors Plus program is a committee of Birmingham Youth Assistance,
a subset of Oakland County Youth Assistance, which pairs pre-screened adult volunteers with youth in the community
who have been identified as needing a positive role model. These are not necessarily young adults who have been, or
who are, in trouble. Often they, like everyone, are presented with choices in life. Sometimes, due to a lack of maturity
and/or a positive role model in their lives, they may be susceptible to making ill-advised or plainly bad choices. A mentor
can often be a factor in guiding these soon-to-be adults down a more appropriate path. Often it doesn’t take much to
“nudge” the child in the right direction. Just a little time, a little listening, and a bit of talking.
In the past two years, the Mentors Plus program has been met with many challenges due to the pandemic. Until August
2022, no face-to-face matches were permitted, and mentors and mentees were restricted to meeting by Zoom. We are
delighted at the opportunity to resume in-person mentoring.
Mentors Plus continues to seek new volunteer adult mentors. There are many children, male and female that would
benefit from the relationship with an adult mentor. The actual time commitment is flexible depending on each case. It
takes a minimum of an hour or so a week. It is a very rewarding experience. If anyone knows of someone interested
in joining the Mentors Plus program, please contact the Birmingham Youth Assistance office at (248)203-4300. Please
also check out our website for further information https://www.birminghamyouthassistance.org/mentors-plus
A small commitment of time can make a huge difference in the life of a child.
Jay Reynolds and David R. Walker,
Co-Chairs, Mentors Plus Program

Breakfast
with Santa
2021

In the late spring of 2021, with
Covid immunizations on the
rise and Covid on the wane,
we got started planning the
2021 Breakfast with Santa
(BWS). When we contacted
the Townsend Hotel in Birmingham, the events coordinator suggested that we have
a Sunday event in the large
ballroom and gave us the
date of December 5. Because we had nearly sold out in 2019
in the smaller facility, we agreed to use the larger room. Then
we got busy reviewing catalogues for the special crafts we put
in the bags for children to take home. And…we found some
very unusual, colorful crafts along with a bright red bag to put
them in. The crafts were shipped, repacked in Bankers Boxes,
labeled and then moved to the storage area at Seaholm High
School. We were all set to go!
But, once again Covid took another turn and vaccines for
our young children had yet to be approved. We called the
Townsend Hotel in August and told the events coordinator
that we had to postpone BWS for another year. We were then
given the date of December 4, 2022. So, our planning started
all over again. Look for our emails in 2022 for BWS!
Shelley Taub and Vicki Sower
Co-Chairs, Breakfast with Santa
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Kids’ Dog Show

One of the many things we have missed during the pandemic was seeing Birmingham children and their furry
friends having a blast at the Kids’ Dog Show. The event
was cancelled in both 2021 and 2022 in the interest of
safety, so we are even more excited than usual for the
next show. Pandemic conditions permitting, the 40th annual Kids’ Dog Show will be held on Sunday, February 5,
2023 in the Berkshire Middle School gym.
Kids and their pups will get to compete in five zany categories: Best Looking, Best Trick, Best Costume, Waggiest Tail, and the Musical Sit game (musical chairs for
dogs). Winners of each event will be eligible to win the
Best in Show trophy. In addition to the competitions, we
hope to offer a police K9 unit demonstration and have an
obedience expert show kids how they can easily teach
their dogs new commands. Registration will be open on
our website from January 1st until the deadline of February 3rd.
Ann Nazareth Manning
Chair, Kids’ Dog Show

Caseworker’s Report
2021-2022 CASE STATISTICS

Camp Report
For more than fifty years, BYA has provided camp scholarships to area children whose lives could be enriched
and improved with a summer camp
experience. Unfortunately, summer
camp may not be obtainable for many
of those who would most benefit from
a camping opportunity because of the
various challenges they face in their
lives. Birmingham Youth Assistance is
committed to helping these children
and their families.
This summer, nineteen camp scholarships were awarded to Birmingham
children. This included both overnight
residential and day camp programs.
Some children receive multiple sessions at day camp. The camps selected
by parents were Birmingham Community Education, YMCA, Camp Ohyiesa,
Camp Copneconic, and the Friendship
Circle.
Camp gives children the opportunity to
develop independence and social skills
and to experience positive life lessons
in a healthy and fun environment.
Most of the referrals for camp came
from the Birmingham schools, and BYA
is grateful for their partnership and cooperation.
For more information about our summer camp scholarships, please contact
the BYA office at (248) 203-4300.
BYA helps make the camp experience
a reality for children.
Richard Stasys
Chair, Camp Scholarship Program

REASONS:
Prevention........................................26
Controlled Substance/Marijuana......7
Alcohol...............................................6
Retail Fraud........................................6
Trespassing.....................................16
B&E/Larcency....................................3
Unlicensed Driver..............................4
Indecent Exposure............................1
School Incorrigibility.........................5
Malicious Destruction of Property...4
Sexting...............................................4
School Truancy/Ed. Neglect.............3
Threats/Weapons Violation..............6
Assault & Battery..............................6
REFERRAL SOURCES:
Schools........................................27
Police............................................54
Parents...........................................7
Prosecutor’s Office.......................9

CASELOAD TOTALS:
Direct Service Cases...................97
Consult Cases.............................82
Caseload C.S. Hours.................537
YOUTH SERVED DIRECTLY:
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Touch a Truck
After a two-year absence due to the pandemic,
the 12th annual Touch-a-Truck (TAT) was
held at Bingham Farms Elementary School
on Saturday, May 21, 2022. Except for the
initial daunting rain storm, the event was a
huge success with more than 500 adults and
children attending.
BYA would like to thank Bingham Farms
Elementary School and the drivers who
donated their time and vehicles to make this
event possible. The vehicle donations were
provided by Star EMS, Van Horn Concrete,
Franklin-Bingham Farms Fire Department,
Oakland County Sheriff’s Office, FranklinBingham Farms Police Department, City of
Birmingham DPW, Durham School Services,
Beverly Hills DPS, and Oakland County Road
Commission. Again, this year we enjoyed
the arrival of the Mounted Police horse
provided by Franklin-Bingham Farms Police
Department—always extra fun for everyone.
It’s hard to say who had more fun at this
hands-on family event, but it was great to experience these vehicles up-close and
learn how we benefit from their service to our community.
The new BYA Administrative Assistant, Ruth Gerber, did an outstanding job organizing and managing this enjoyable community event. I’d also like to thank the
BYA Board members who volunteered their time at this program. We could not put
on events like this without your dedication and participation.
Richard Stasys
Chair, Touch a Truck
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Celebrating 60 Years
1962-2022
Thank you volunteers and sponsors!

Helping their own. Dale Leonard, Bob Gray, Bob Kelly (BYA)
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Board Members 2009-2010 Annual Report

YIS 2002

Touch-a-Truck 2013

Margot Nargon, Nora Salyer, and Dave Walker—YIS 2022

Shelley Taub, YIS 2022

Dave Wind, Andy Acho, Ann Manning and Jan Sweetapple

Ruth Gerber and Eileen Pulker, YIS 2022

RedRaiser Event, Vinotecca 2018
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Youth in Service Appreciation Awards
2022 Youth in Service Honorees

On March 24, 2022 at Seaholm High
School, BYA held its 11th annual Celebration of Youth in Service, along with
event co-sponsor the Birmingham Optimist Club. Twenty-two Birmingham
area middle and high school students
were honored for their commitment to
community service. All received certificates of recognition from local, state,
and national elected officials, and two
“All Star” honorees received financial
awards. Heartfelt thanks go to Oakland County Youth Assistance Chief
Mary Schusterbauer and Birmingham
Mayor Therese Longe for addressing
these special students and their families at the awards presentation; former
Birmingham Commissioner and expert
photographer Carroll DeWeese for
capturing special memories of the evening; and four young musicians from
the Seaholm High School orchestra for
sharing their talent at the reception.
These young people being honored
were creative in identifying a variety of
community needs to address. Orchestra students formed a string quartet that
has performed many concerts at assisted living facilities over the past four
years. Two helped their classmates
cope with stressors, including the pandemic and Oxford school shooting, by
creating an art therapy and a certified
therapy pet program for their schools.
A young woman in her fourth year of
“trash fishing” pulled more than 2,000
pounds of debris from the Detroit River
in the past year.
Improving the quality of life for the financially disadvantaged was a common theme. One student collected and
distributed two hundred winter coats,
while another has been working to ensure that area families have diapers
6 BYA 2021-2022 Annual Report

Grace Alkatib

Wylie E. Groves High School, grade 12

Sloane Bialas

Ernest W. Seaholm High School, grade 10

Dylan Brown

Wylie E. Groves High School, grade 12

Rocco Caponigro

Derby Middle School, grade 8

Eve Collon

Wylie E. Groves High School, grade 12

Christopher Davis

Detroit Country Day School, grade 12

Sophia Hanawalt

Ernest W. Seaholm High School, grade 10

Hope Hughes

Ernest W. Seaholm High School, grade 10

Travis Kondak

Wylie E. Groves High School, grade 12

Kasen Korstanje

Wylie E. Groves High School, grade 11

Hollis LePage

Wylie E. Groves High School, grade 11

Savannah Grace Manjo Marian High School, grade 11
Hannah Marshall

Ernest W. Seaholm High School, grade 10

Shriya Nama

Ernest W. Seaholm High School, grade 11

Margot Nardone *

Ernest W. Seaholm High School, grade 9

Julia Raphael

The Roeper School, grade 11

Hannah Rass

Berkshire Middle School, grade 8

Alex Roessler

Ernest W. Seaholm High School, grade 11

Catherine Russel

Marian High School, grade 12

Nora Salyer *

Derby Middle School, grade 8

George Schreibeis

International Academy, grade 12

Eliana Shulkin

Berkshire Middle School, grade 7

* All-Star prize awardees

for their babies. Several volunteered
at community food banks, and one collected hundreds of used books for a
program that prepares Detroit youngsters for success in school. A young
man led an effort to collect and repair
88 used bicycles for a charity. And two
students made their school proms more
inclusive by making dozens of gently
used gowns available at no charge to
financially challenged classmates.
Assisting children with special needs
was the focus of several students. One
helped to launch a one-on-one tutoring program for youngsters with Down
Syndrome. Another served as a counsellor at a summer camp for students

with special needs, and a young woman has spent hundreds of hours helping in classrooms for those with Autism
Spectrum Disorder.
In January, 2023, BYA will begin seeking nominations for next year’s honorees. Any student in grades 6-12, who
either lives or is educated within the
geographic boundaries of the Birmingham Public School district, is eligible.
We welcome nomination of students
from both private and public schools, as
well as those who are home-schooled.
For more information, visit www.BirminghamYouthAssistance.org.
Ann Nazareth Manning & Jennifer Rass
Co-chairs, Youth in Service

Birmingham Youth Assistance
Thanks its Generous Sponsors
OAKLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
FAMILY DIVISION
Hon. Mary Ellen T. Brennan,
Presiding Family Division Judge
Hon. Kameshia D. Gant
Hon. Lisa Gorcyca
Hon. Maureen Kensilla
Hon. Lisa Langton
Hon. Julia A. McDonald
Hon. Lori N. Savin
OAKLAND COUNTY CIRCUIT COURT
FAMILY DIVISION ADMINISTRATION
Kevin Oeffner, Court Administrator
Pamela J. Monville,
Deputy Court Administrator
Mary Schusterbauer,
Chief of Oakland County Youth Assistance
OAKLAND COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS
Yolanda Charles
Marcia Gershenson
William Miller
Chuck Moss
BIRMINGHAM
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
Dr. Embekka Roberson, Superintendent
Lori Ajlouny, Board President
Amy Hockammer, Board Vice-President
Kimberly Whitman, Board Treasurer
Jennifer Rass, Board Secretary
Luke Joseph, Board Trustee
Nicole McKinney, Board Trustee
Adrienne Young, Board Trustee

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM
Thomas Markus, City Manager
Therese Longe, Mayor
Pierre Boutros, Mayor Pro-Tem
Clinton Baller, Commissioner
Andrew Haig, Commissioner
Brad Host, Commissioner
Elaine McLain, Commissioner
Katie Schafer, Commissioner
VILLAGE OF BEVERLY HILLS
Jeffrey Campbell, Village Manager
John George, Council President
Racheal Hrydziusko,
Council President Pro-Tem
Rock Abboud, Council Member
Tracey Kecskemeti, Council Member
John Mooney, Council Member
Ryan Gorman, Council Member
Lee Peddie, Council Member
VILLAGE OF BINGHAM FARMS
Ken Marten, Village Clerk/Administrator
Ben Templeton, President
Mel Ettenson, President Pro-Tem
Lisa Blackburn, Trustee
Spencer Doty, Trustee
Larry Freedman, Trustee
Aaron Krabill, Trustee
Kurt Jones, Trustee
VILLAGE OF FRANKLIN
Roger Fraser, Village Administrator
Bill Lamott, President
David Goldberg, Trustee
Kathy Erlich, Trustee
Mark Hanke, Trustee
Pam Hanson, Trustee
Mike Seltzer, Trustee
Ed Saenz, Trustee

About Youth
Assistance
Oakland County Youth Assistance has
been dedicated to the prevention of
juvenile delinquency, child abuse, and
neglect since 1953. Twenty-six offices
in Oakland County provide programs
to serve youth and their families, under
the auspices of the Oakland County
Circuit Court-Family Division. Youth
Assistance programs work because
they are community-based and developed by volunteers who have their
fingers on the pulse of the community.
Oakland County does not discriminate
on the basis of disability in admission
or access to its programs, activities or
services as required by Title II of the
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990.
Oakland County is an Equal Employment Opportunity Employer.
Since 1962, Birmingham Youth Assistance has been a non-profit community-based service organization committed to youth and their families through
a variety of programs and resources.
BYA operates with the sponsorship
and generosity of the Oakland County
Circuit Court—Family Division, as well
as the City of Birmingham; the Villages
of Beverly Hills, Bingham Farms, and
Franklin; and the Birmingham Public School District. Principal funding is
supplied through the Oakland County
Board of Commissioners.

Welcome to new Board member Jay Reynolds

Jay Reynolds has been retired from Masco Corporation since 2009. He was a Mentors Plus mentor with Royal Oak
Youth Assistance from 2001 to 2019 and is a current member of the Oakland County Mentors Plus Advisory Committee. His other activities include membership with the Detroit Goodfellows; Board member of the Detroit FBI Citizens
Academy Alumni Association; member of SCORE (Counselors to America’s Small Business); member of the Senior
Men’s Club of Birmingham; and the current Board President of NEXT, the Birmingham Senior Center. He’s looking
forward to his work with BYA.
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Words from the Caseworker:
Catherine Womack, MSW

Youth Assistance Casework services continued to be provided virtually through the Birmingham Youth
Assistance 2021-2022 fiscal year, and youth and families made great use of the BYA Casework outreach
of prevention-focused interventions, counseling, and connection to further resources throughout the continuation of pandemic restrictions. Families received four times the typical number of Casework points of
contact during the virtual service period. Caseload youth completed 537 hours of volunteer work in the
community. The independent sector value of these service hours is an estimated $16,083 given back
to the community by BYA youth. Regardless of the reason for the referral from our many valued referral
sources, youth and families received Casework care that included a centered focus on mental health
wellbeing. The return to in-person Casework services for the 2022-2023 fiscal year is a welcomed gain
for our youth and families.
Birmingham Youth Assistance began in 1962, and 2022 signifies 60 years of BYA community-based
programs and services. The Birmingham Youth Assistance Board of Directors is a very special group of
community volunteers who have been a true powerhouse through the past 2½ years of the pandemic.
Despite continuing pandemic-related uncertainties, Chair Dave Wind and Executive Board members
maintained a regular calendar of virtual and hybrid Board meetings. Creative ideas, planning, and many
hours of work by the BYA Board volunteers led to the return and execution of many BYA annual programs when they could safely be held. BYA Board volunteers, dedicated 1,163 hours to the operations
and implementation of BYA programs and services in 2021-2022. The independent sector value of BYA
Board service hours gifted to BYA programs is valued at $34,832. We welcomed BYA Administrative
Assistant, Ruth Gerber, who joined our team on March 21, 2022, bringing with her a wealth of skills.
Much appreciation goes out to each BYA Board member, as well as our tri-sponsors, for your commitment, spirit and conviction purposed to prevent delinquency, abuse, and neglect of children by providing
community-based opportunities that strengthen our youth and families. Happy 60th Anniversary BYA!
Our long time Oakland County Youth Assistance Chief, Mary Schusterbauer, was celebrated as she retired on June 30, 2022. Mary has championed prevention for kids and families through Youth Assistance
for 36 years, serving as Chief for the past 19 years. As we start our journey in our new year ahead, we
welcome her successor, Liz Csizmadia, who rises from her role as a Youth Assistance Supervisor to her
new position as Chief of Oakland County Youth Assistance.

Farmers Market

At the Farmers Market events in September
and October of 2021, we modified our normal
routine by handing out craft kit bags to the
children to take with them, rather than having
them assemble the various kits at our table. On
Halloween we gave away approximately 150
pumpkins, donated by the City of Birminghan.
Many thanks to our members, Shelley Taub,
Jill Fill and G.G. Fill, Judy Adelman, and Ann
Manning, who participated by assembling the
kit bags and being at the events. We’re making plans to return to the Fall 2022 Birmingham
Farmers Market on October 16th and October
30th.
Dave Wind
Chair, Farmers Market
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